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shall miss something that is of an importance
far more general. We shall miss the first con-
crete examples of the workings of the new re-
ligion of humanity ; and the only means as yet
offered us by which to test the results of it, as
seen or anticipated by one of its own apostles.
Further, if we look at her in this way, and with
this intention, her work, which seems so chaotic
when judged by any mere artistic tests, becomes
congruous and intelligible. It is not so much a
series of novels, interspersed with philosophical
reflections ; it is a gradual setting forth of a
philosophy and religion of life, illustrated by
a continuous succession of diagrams. That this
is the true view of the matter has been getting
more and more evident as the career of the author
has proceeded. How far this line of development
has been conscious and intentional, with herself,
it is not ours to inquire. But, consciously or
unconsciously, the main stream of her powers
has drifted into the philosophic channel, and has
left her artistic powers as a mere auxiliary to
these, although from the very nature of the case
closely connected with them. It is, therefore,
by her philosophy that she has the strongest
claim to be judged.